
 

 

 
 

Weekly Bulletin from the Headmaster, Mr Oliver Murphy,  

to the parents of St Vincent’s Castleknock College 

Friday 17 May 2013  

Academic News  
• The Senior Gold Medal Debate took place on Tuesday of this week.  It was a very special evening. The motion 

was that modern day sportspeople are good role modes for young people. The gold medal was awarded to Cian 
McGoldrick in 5

th
 year, and Conn Power coming second.   Thanks to the many parents and students who 

attended, creating a good atmosphere for a lively debate.  Also thanks to Mr Eddie Melvin, the adjudicator.  The 
students gave a gift to Mr McElroy who has put in enormous work with the Senior Debating Society over the 
year, for which we are all extremely grateful.  

• The Junior Gold Medal debate also took pace on Tuesday, but at 2.30 in the Concert Hall.  The motion was that 

the EU is bad for Ireland. The gold medal was awarded to Conor Callaghan in 1
st

 year.  The quality of speaking, 
listening and interest was extremely high.  Congratulations to all concerned.  Special thanks to Ms Coombes who 
has run a very successful and lively Junior Debating Society throughout the year. 

• Congratulations to Adam Blagburn who has been accepted into the National College of Art and Design.  That 
brings to three the number who have qualified:  Adam, Tom Cullen and Andrew Fulcher. Congratulations to Mr 
Barry, Ms Nolan and Mr Sheils who made this possible. 

Club News  
• Well done to the two Junior tennis teams who have qualified for the finals of the division 2 Leinster league next 

week after beating St Mary’s, Naas 5 – 0. The second Junior team has also qualified for the final of the division 3 
final after beating Conleth’s 3-2 in a very close contest on Thursday.   Good luck in the finals next week.  Parents 
and supporters will be particularly welcome in Lansdowne and Templeogue for those finals. 

•  Well done to the Senior tennis team who beat Blackrock this week 4 – 1. 

• There was a Gaelic football blitz held in the college on Wednesday which was a great success. The 
Castleknock minor title, Clongowes won the junior title and Newbridge won the senior title. We done 
and thank you to Mr. Ó Cuinnegain and Mr Brosnan for organising it all.  

• Well done to Sammy Magdeldin and Robert O’Meara for reaching the finals of the All Ireland 
athletics. Sammy qualified in 2

nd
 place with a 40m hammer throw and Robert qualified in 3

rd
 place 

with an 11.16m shot put throw. Well done also to James McDonagh who finished 4
th

 in the 500m, 
Jack O’Neill who finished 6

th
 in the long jump and Andrew Proudfoot who finished 6

th
 in the triple 

jump. 
Vincentian News  

• The Concert for Ambo was the culmination of a spectacular year for music at the College. It was a wonderful 
mixture of songs, bands, quartets, orchestras, pop groups, students, teachers, the lot!  What an evening it was – 
with our new Kawai Grand Piano (which has been paid for by the PRA, the Union and the prize from our 
Walton’s Music for Schools Competition).  Thanks to the PRA for their generosity.  Also, thanks to all who 
attended and gave generously to Abo for their evening’s entertainment. 

• A non uniform day was held in the school this week; students were asked to wear the colours associated with 
their individual houses, Feilim, Conn, Tyrrell and Cumhaill. Students donated between €2 and €5 to the Ambo 
fund.  Well done to the 5

th
 year students who organised the event and collected the money for Ambo. 

• Preparations are in full swing for Union Day on the 26 May.  Keep it free in your diaries. We are getting crockery 
in each day – but we need more, please!  Also, we need volunteers to help (even for an hour).  If anyone wants 
to put on a stall, please let Rita know. 

• We are revamping the College website.  Each student has been given a consent form for parents so that if he 
appears in a photo, we can put it on the site.  Thanks to the huge number of you who have sent them back 
promptly.  To the others, please respond as soon as possible.  Thanks. 

Sports News  
• Well done to Sean O’Heir, Kyle Dixon and Darragh Scanlon who have been selected for the Leinster U18 summer 

training camp. Congratulations also to Eoghan Murphy and James McCormack who have been selected for the 
Leinster U19 summer training camp. 

• Congratulations to all the athletes who won medals at the West Leinster B Championships.  

• The senior cricket team were beaten this week by Blackrock but then went on to beat Tallaght.  

Parent News             

• Fifth Year Prize-giving went off well today. The dates for next week’s events are as follows:  1
st

 Year: Tuesday at 
2.30 pm.  2

nd
 Year: Thursday at 2.30 pm.  3

rd
 Year: Monday at 2.30 pm.  TY Graduation: Friday at 2.30 pm.  The 

sixth year Valedictory Ceremony takes place at 10.00 am next Monday at which they say goodbye to their fellow 
students and then walk over to the Vincentians as past pupils to join the staff and priests for a cup of tea.  Their 



graduation is on Union Day of course. 

• TY students have completed a magazine and will go on sale on Monday to all students at a cost of 10 euro. 

• TY students will have an activity morning on Thursday during their scheduled P.E class where they will participate 
in (i) zorbing, (ii) archery, (iii) climbing wall. This will take place in the College grounds. The trip to Croagh Patrick 
is cancelled due to poor weather conditions over the past number of weeks. The activity morning takes the place 
of the Croagh Patrick trip. 

• TY Graduation is on Friday at 2:30pm in the Concert Hall. 

• 1
st

 and 6
th

 Year photos are now available.  You can order online at schoolpix.ie.  The password is 175.  Cheques 
should be made payable to Schoolpix. 

 

 

Irish Junior Maths Contest finalists, Niall Hill, Jamie Murphy & David Nugent 



 

Adam Blagburn, Tom Cullen & Andrew Fulcher with Mr Sheils, Ms Nolan & Mr. Barry 


