
                                                                          

 

Weekly Bulletin from the Headmaster, Mr Oliver Murphy,  
to the parents of St Vincent’s Castleknock College, 12.04.13 

Academic News:  

• Congratulations to the Soul Band and Choir on their huge achievement at the National Concert Hall on Monday in the Walton's Music 
for Schools Competition. Having beaten hundreds of schools across the whole country to get to the finals, they placed third on the day, 
winning a trophy as well as €500 to spend on musical instruments/equipment. Well done to all pupils involved for all their hard work, 
not to mention their superb performance on the day, singing ‘Someone to Love’ by Queen. We are very proud of you all, and of your 
teachers Fearghus Fallon, Paul Hunt & Sheena Maguire.   See picture below of the boys taken outside the concert hall. 

• History week: We had a very successful history week with lost of excursions for various years. The week culminated with the history 
quiz, congratulations Conor Callaghan in 1

st
 year and Cormac Ó Nualláin in 2

nd
 year who won their respective quizzes. Thanks to 

everyone who donated frames for the rugby hall of fame.  The students’ behaviour on tours was exemplary – thanks for that. Enormous 
thanks to the History Department for this and a myriad of other events in History Week. 

• Congratulations to Andrew Fulcher in 6
th

 year who collected his 3
rd

 place prize this week in the Texaco Art competition.  His magnificent 
charcoal picture of an old, wrinkled woman will be displayed all over the country. Andrew also received confirmation this week of his 
acceptance into the National College of Art & Design.  Congratulations to him and his art teachers, Mr Robert Barry & Ms Eilis Nolan. 

• Things are gathering pace: we have now a good number of takers for our book on the 60 past pupils who lost their lives in the military 
conflicts of the 20

th
 Century.  We are inviting students (especially TY students) to write a one-page history of one of those who died.  It’s 

something that would look good on any CV.  We have three volunteers to make the film: it’ll be great. 
Club News:  

• The Vocal Ensemble (Trio and Quartet) brought home gold again at the Derry Feis in two categories during the Easter break. This is a 
very special achievement, having already won first prize in Arklow and at the Feis Ceoil in Dublin. Well done to Stephen McClean, Liam 
Hawkes, Colm Hawkes and Jamie Hennessy! Picture below. 

• Well done to Marc Boucher who was part of the Irish U16 Development Squad for golf that won the four nations tournament over the 
Easter holiday.  Marc is an outstanding sportsman with many talents. 

• Well done Aaron Poole who came first with his brass band in the IABCB finals last week. They are now the 2013 champions and also 
won the perpetual cup for best choice piece. 

Vincentian News:  

• This week Fr Slevin is celebrating is 50 year jubilee in the priesthood. On Thursday, the staff of the College made a presentation to Fr 
Slevin to mark his enormous contribution to St Vincent’s Castleknock College since 1963.  On Friday, the boys prepared a lovely 
ceremony to mark the occasion including a wonderful speech by College Captain Liam Hawkes in the college chapel in which he thanked 
Fr Slevin for his great work as ‘priest and teacher’. Later, the students formed the number ‘50’ on the hill and Fr Slevin planted a tree on 
the school grounds. See picture below.  We wish him many more years of health and happiness to continue the good work. 

• Fr Slevin is delighted to invite all parents with an interest in Art to the “Grand Opening of the Castleknock College Art Gallery”, on 
Thursday next 18

th
 April at 8pm. The Gallery will host a wonderful exhibition of paintings by Patrick Palmer (a past pupil from the Class 

of 1968) and his wife, Pamela Silner Palmer. It is intended that the Gallery will exhibit works by students past and present, parents and 
friends of the College in the future. Please respond to president@castleknockcollege.ie should you wish to attend the Grand Opening. 

• We are delighted to announce that the College will offer four (4) Entrance Scholarships to students who would otherwise not be in a 
financial position to attend. The scheme is open to students wishing to enter First Year in September 2013 and the Application Form is 
available on the Admissions Section of the College website at www.castleknockcollege.ie. 

Sports News:  

• A big ‘Well done’ also to the U13 table tennis team who played Blackrock College in the Provincial Play-off of the Leinster Table tennis 
cup on Tuesday. Unfortunately the result didn’t go their way but it was a great achievement to have reached the final. Congratulations 
to Harry Fay, Eoghan McHugh, Lloyd Carolan, Oscar Yau, Josh Murphy & Ciaran Briody and thanks to the parents and drivers for their 
support. 

• Congratulations to Jack O’Neill, 6
th

 year, who played on the Irish U19 rugby team against England and France last week. Well done!  
Unfortunately, in both matches, the Irish team lost narrowly. 

• Congratulations to Seán O’Heir, 5
th

 year, who played on the Leinster U18 rugby team against English schools last Thursday. Well done! 

• Well done to Harry Purcell, 5
th

 year for winning the All Ireland 800m club championships in a time of 1 min 57.01 sec. 

• Congratulations to the senior medley relay team of Darragh O’Connor, Mark MacQuillan, Sean McEntaggart and Harry Purcell on 
winning a gold medal in medley relay championships. 

• Well done to Ross Thompson 5th year who won a Bronze Medal for Back Stroke in the Leinster Division One, Open Swimming 
Championship held in the NAC on 22nd -24th April. Ross achieved personal best times at this event. These times confirm Ross's 
qualification for the National Division One championship in July. 

Parents News:     

• Thank you so much to all 1
st

 and 2
nd

 year parents who have booked their place for the Dads and Lads breakfast next week. Due to the 
large numbers attending we won’t be in a position to seat any more lads and dads who haven’t booked by the end of today.  

• A reminder that the First Year Family Mass will take place on Sunday 21
st

 April so please put the date in your diary. 

• Parents are cordially invited to participate in the Past Pupil’s Union Golf Outing in Milltown Golf Club on Thursday 23
rd

 May. Please 
contact Rita on 01 8213051 extn 262 or email union@castleknockcollege.ie for full details. 

• Please note that due to events taking place in the college next Tuesday 16, the Winter Sports Photos will not take place on that date as 
published in the calendar. A provisional alternative date has been scheduled for Thursday 2 May. 

• The students of TY, along with the Co-ordinator Mr McDonnell, made an excellent presentation to the students of 3
rd

 Year and their 
parents.  Thanks to the eight presenters who did a wonderful job, describing all that takes place in TY. 



 

 

Celebrations marking Fr Slevin’s 50
th

 Jubilee: Fr Slevin is seen in the foreground planting a tree to mark the 

occasion 

 

 

The Soul Band and Choir outside the National Concert Hall 



 

Stephen McClean, Liam Hawkes, Colm Hawkes and Jamie Hennessy pictured with their prizes! 

 

Andrew Fulcher and Mr Barry at the prize giving! 



 

History Week Quiz! 


